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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

1. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 5/3/02 and 12/19/02 have 
been considered by the examiner and made of record in the application file. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-3. 5-7. 9-12. 14-17. 22-26. 28. 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102fe) as 
being anticipated bv Poulin fUS 2002/0115453K 

As to claim 1 , Poulin teaches a method for location-based conferencing (figure 3 
and paragraph 0022, 0024, 0025) comprising: 

receiving from a user a request to initiate a media session, wherein the request 
defines a target group having members; 

selecting members of the target group that are located in a given zone; and 

initiating the media session between the user and the selected members. 

As to claim 2, Poulin teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein the request 
identifies the user, and wherein the method further comprises: 

determining a location of the user; and 
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establishing the given zone based on the location of the user (paragraph 0024, 

0025). 

As to claim 3, Poulin teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein the given zone is an 
area extending a predefined distance from the user (paragraph 0024, 0025). 

As to claim 5, Poulin teaches the method of claim 1, wherein the request includes 

information indicative of the given zone (paragraph 0024, 0025). 

As to claim 6, Poulin teaches the method of claim 5, wherein the information 
indicative of the given zone comprises geographic coordinates that define the given 
zone (paragraph 0024, 0025). 

As to claim 7, Poulin teaches the method of claim 6, wherein the given zone 
comprises an area extending out by a predefined radius from the geographic 
coordinates (paragraph 0056). 

As to claim 9, Poulin teaches the method of claim 1, wherein the media session 
is a real-time media conference (paragraph 0054). 

As to claim 10, Poulin teaches the method of claim 1, wherein the target group is 
defined by a buddy list established by the user (paragraph 0022). 

As to claim 1 1 , Poulin teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein the request 
defines the target group at least in part by defining an identifier of the user, and wherein 
the method further comprises: 

looking up the target group based on the identifier of the user (paragraph 0022). 
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As to claim 12, Poulin teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein the given zone is 
selected from the group consisting of a municipality and a cellular coverage area 
(paragraph 0025). 

As to claim 14, Poulin teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein selecting members 
of the target group that are located In the given zone comprises: 

determining respective locations of the members of the target group and based 
on the respective locations, determining which members of the target group are located 
within the given zone (paragraph 0056-0058). 

As to claim 15, Poulin teaches the method of claim 14, wherein based on the 
respective locations, determining which members of the target group are location within 
the given zone comprises: 

determining which of the respective locations are within a predefined distance of 
the user (paragraph 0056-0058). 

As to claim 16, Poulin teaches the method of claim 14. wherein based on the 
respective locations, determining which members of the target group are located within 
the given zone comprises: 

determining which members of the target group are located within a wireless 
service area in which the user is also located (paragraph 0056-0058). 

As to claim 17, Poulin teaches the method of claim 14, further comprising, based 
on the respective locations, establishing a list of the members of the target group 
(paragraph 0056-0058). 
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As to claim 22, Poulin teaches the method of claim 1 , further comprising 
selecting the given zone (paragraph 0024). 

As to claim 23, Poulin teaches the method of claim 1 , further comprising 
selecting a given area and establishing the given zone to be all areas excluding the 
given area (paragraph 0025). 

As to claim 24, Poulin teaches the method of claim I , wherein receiving from the 
user the request comprises receiving via a communication path comprising an air 
interface (figure 3). 

As to claim 25, Poulin teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein receiving from the 
user the request comprises receiving the request from a client station (figure 3). 

As to claim 26, the daim is a computer software claim of claim 1 ; therefore, the 
claim is interpreted and rejected as set forth as claim 1 . 

As to claim 28, the claim is a computer software claim of claim 2; therefore, the 
claim is interpreted and rejected as set forth as claim 2. 

As to claim 29, the daim is a system claim of claim 1 ; therefore, the claim is 
interpreted and rejected as set forth as claim 1 . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the Inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

3. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103fa) as being unpatentable over Poulin. 

As to claim 4, Poulin teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein the given zone is an 
area extending a predefined distance, Poulin fails to teach a distance above or below 
the user. However, the examiner takes Official Notice that the recited limitation is 
known In the art. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to provide the teaching of recited limitation into 
the system of Poulin In order to enhance the system performance of the location based 
wireless communication service. 

4. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Poulin in 
view of MaggenttI (US). 

As to claim 8, Poulin teaches the method of claim 1 , Poulin fails to teach the 
media session is a push-to-talk media session. MaggenttI teaches the media session is 
a push-to-talk media session (paragraph 007, 008). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide 
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the teaching of Maggentti into the system of Poulin in order to use Include workgroup 
communication, security communication. 

5. Claims 13. 18. 20. 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Poulin in view of Hendrev (US 2002/0107008). 

As to claim 13, Poulin teaches the method of claim 1, wherein selecting members 
of the target group that are located in the given zone comprises determining respective 
locations of the members of the target group determining a location of the user. Poulin 
fails to teach computing a distance between each member of the target group and the 
user and determining which members of the target group are located closest or furthest 
from the user. Hendrey teaches computing a distance between each member of the 
target group and the user and determining which members of the target group are 
located closest or furthest from the user (figure 7). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide 
the teaching of Maggentti into the system of Poulin in order to connect between caller 
and curent potential callee. 

As to claim 18, the combination of Poulin and Hendrey teaches method of claim 
17, wherein establishing the list of the members of the target group comprises 
determining a location of the user and ranking the members of the target group in the 
list based on respective distances between the respective locations and the location of 
the user (Hendrey paragraph 0050, 0051 ). 

As to claim 20, the combination of Poulin and Hendrey teaches the method of 
claim 1, further comprising initiating a conference call (Maggentti paragraph 129). 
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the combination of Poulin and Hendrey teaches the method of claim 1, further 
comprising participating in a conference call with the selected members (Maggentti 
paragraph 129). 

As to claim 20, the combination of Poulin and Hendrey teaches the 

As to claim 27, the claim is a computer software claim of claim 13; therefore, the 
claim is interpreted and rejected as set forth as claim 13. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claim 19 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten In independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

As to claim 19, the teaching of above prior arts either alone or in combination 
fails to teach selecting members of the target group that are located in the given zone 
comprises selecting members of the target group that are at a beginning of the list. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

A. Jenkins et al (US 6,681 ,107) teaches system and method of accessing and 
recording messages at coordinate way points. 

B. Portmanetal (US 2002/01600766) teaches location-based service. 

C. Hendry et al (US 2003/0060214) teaches system and method for initiating 
responses to location-based events. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DANH C. LE whose telephone number is 571-272-7868. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00AM-5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, WILLIAM TROST can be reached on 571-272-7872. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned Is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 




September 5, 2005. 

DANH C0N6 LE 
PATENT EXAMINER 



